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Two intelligence agents neet up for a date, each one
thinks they're trying to trick the other out of
i nformati on.
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MATT REEVES, |ate 20s, confident, wearing a suit, strides
into small, uncrowded pub. He gets out his phone and
brings up a DATING APP with a picture of LAURA HALL, 20s,
American, subtle and smart.

He | ooks to the back of the pub to see Laura sat by
herself with a glass of wine. Matt breathes in and readi es
hi nsel f.

MATT
(psychi ng self up)
" mgoing in.

Matt strides up to Laura.

MATT
H . Laura?
LAURA
Matt. Hi
They shake hands.
MATT

Ww, normally that sort of outfit
doesn’t work for soneone wth
your figure, but you really pul
it off.

LAURA
(of f-put, but covering it)
Oh, thanks, you |l ook real nice
t 0o.

MATT
Thank you, it’s tailored.

Laura nods with an ' Ch God, one of these guys’ |ook. Matt
sits.

MATT
You’' re having w ne?

LAURA
| just got a glass while | was
wai ting, do you--

MATT
-- 1"1l get us a bottle, | know
W ne.
Matt practically takes the wine list out of Laura s hand.
LATER

A bottle of wine sits on the table, half enpty.



LAURA
So you work in finance?

MATT
Most |y st ocks.

Matt adjusts his posture, making sure he shows off an
expensi ve wat ch.

MATT
In fact, | just nade 2 mllion
for the brokerage |ast quarter.
LAURA
(knowi ng what he wants to
hear)

Ww, that’s inpressive.
Matt sips his wne, as if comng to terns with sonething.

MATT
It’s not though, is it?

LAURA
What ?

Matt’ s whol e deneanor changes.
MATT

| nmean, it’s just noney. It
shouldn’t be the nmarker for a

person’s worth.... And that was
arrogant of me saying | nade 2
million.

Laura sits forward, surprised.

MATT
| was just really nervous about
toni ght, and the guys in the
office said 'oh, be a man, do the
neggi ng, order her drinks, show
her the watch, it’'s a power
thing.” But that’s the problem
with ny office, it’'s all one big
power play... but, sorry, that
was probably a little upfront.

LAURA
No, | totally get it. And it was
honest, | |ike honest.

MATT

Maybe a little too honest, did
you put sonething in nmy w ne?



LAURA
| guess we’ll have to find out.

LATER:
The wine bottle is one third full.

MATT
What about you? What do you do?

LAURA
Oh God, here’s nmy turn to sound
arrogant. | work for this big
conpany, but | can’'t really say
who it is.

MATT
You can’t say?

LAURA
| know it sounds silly.

MATT
Well can you wite it?

Laura considers as Matt gets out a pen and pushes a napkin
towards her. Laura sips wine and draws a pentagon on the
napki n.

MATT
What is that? It’s like a tiny,
one-room house? You' re either a
London estate agent, or the
nonopol y man.

Laura scoffs.

MATT
kay, so, house, five sides,
pentagon... holy shit... you're
CIl-A?
Laura nods.
MATT

Ww. Not every day | get ny hands
on gover nnent secrets.

Laura | aughs as Matt jokingly puts the napkin in his
pocket, revealing that there is a FLASH NG VO CE RECORDER
in there.

MATT
So, working for the G1-A you
must have some interesting
stories? JFK? Crack in the 80s?
The Kar dashi ans?



LAURA
You hear C-1-A and you think it’s
gonna be all this cool spy stuff,

but all | do all day is fill in
diari es and take phonecalls. And
my boss is such an asshole, |ike,

he cheats on his wife and he
makes nme book the affairs in his
diary.

MATT
(Ameri can pronunci ati on)
What a twat.

Laura eyes Matt for her second, her phone buzzes: a text
says "ease off".

LAURA
And he has literally no
confidence in ne. Like, honestly,
let’s just call him’The Prick’.
So, The Prick has got this
nmeeting with sonme inportant
Italians, and | keep telling him
to change the location to
sonewhere nore private, but he
insists on having it in his
favourite restaurant, just cause
he |ikes the fucking steak, you
know?

MATT
So the restaurant’s |i ke one of
t hose steak houses?

Laura’s phone rings, she |looks at it and stands.

LAURA
Oh God, hold on, it’'s ny friend,
this'Il be a quick drama
i njection.

MATT

Are you gonna gossip about ne?

LAURA
Wul d that be a power play?

Matt | aughs.
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Laura ducks into an enpty hal |l way.



LAURA
He’s buying it. | saw his eyes
light up as soon as | nentioned
the Italians and the steakhouse.

Laura checks a m crophone attached to her bra.

LAURA
Are you getting everything?

CLARENCE (V. Q)
(t hrough phone)
Loud and cl ear Agent Hall.

LAURA
Did we actually put sonething in
his wi ne? Cause it’s unusual for
himto set up a powerful
financi al background and then
undermne it with humlity.
Unl ess he’s Russian right?
They’ re known for false flags.

CLARENCE (V. Q)
W let it leak that you have a
preference for powerful nmen with
an inferiority conpl ex.

LAURA
Bet you wish it was the opposite
Cl arence?

CLARENCE (V. Q)
How many dri nks have you had

agent ?

LAURA
Just what was specified in the
handbook.

CLARENCE (V. Q)
Keep a clear head, these foreign
agents have a way of getting
under your skin. Let himkeep
trying to extract fromyou but
don't lose control. Stick to the
pr ot ocol .

LAURA
| can handl e him

CLARENCE (V. Q)
Priority one is to ensure he has
t he di sinformati on about the
Italians and the steakhouse. Then
focus on his background, get him
to admit who he really works for

( MORE)



CLARENCE (V. Q) (cont’d)
and stop calling nme a "prick".
Under st ood?

LAURA
(annoyed)
Both "under’ and ’'stood’.

CLARENCE (V. Q)
And open a button.

LAURA
How far is this going to go?

CLARENCE (V. Q)
How far does freedom go?
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The wine bottle is enpty as Laura and Matt start on
anot her.

MATT
So we were tal king about
st eakhouses and pricks?

LAURA
Yeah, |...

Laura pauses and reconsi ders.

LAURA
Pass ne your phone. | want to
show you a trick

Matt gingerly gets out his phone and hands it to Laura, it
is the exact sane nmake as hers.

She puts it on her lap and tries to unlock it, but there
is a code. She starts guessing nunbers.

LAURA
Rem nd nme agai n what your profile
sai d? ' Loves dogs, mnusic and
traveling ?

MATT
(sarcastic)
Oh, those definitely weren’t just

pl oys.

LAURA
(i n Russi an)
| know who you are.

Laura | ooks for recognition in Matt’'s eyes, he betrays
not hi ng.



MATT
Sorry?

LAURA
| thought one of your pictures
was from Russi a?

MATT
No. If | wanted to see the
ef fects of oppression and
tyranny, 1’d just shop at

Wi trose.

LAURA
Hey, | want to show you
sonething... just, |ook under the

table, just for a nonent.

Matt scoffs and gingerly bends down and | ooks under the
tabl e, Laura opens her |egs quickly and then cl oses them

Matt comes back up, face in shock

MATT
s that--

LAURA
-- Yep. Turn you on a little?

MATT
But the agency doesn’t give
secretaries guns.

LAURA
And who told you that?

MATT
(playing it off as a joke)
Anot her secretary.

LAURA
Vel she was right.

Laura brings her hand above the table, she holds both
phones in a way that formthe shape of a gun.

LAURA
Little psychol ogical trick..
funny how peopl e are conditioned
to spot certain objects.

Laura hands back a phone.

MATT
Wel | that was one hell of a power

pl ay.



LAURA
Do you have any tricks in your
j ob?

MATT

My job’s just nunbers really..
mat h.

LAURA
Mat h?

The phone in Matt’s hand vi brates.

MATT
What’ s ’ background’ ?

LAURA
What ?

Matt shows Laura the phone, it has a text from an unknown
nunber saying ' MORE BACKGROUND . Laura takes back her
phone.

LAURA
Qops. Switched them That’s just
an inside joke with nmy friend.

MATT
A friend with an unknown nunber ?

LAURA
It’s part of the joke.

MATT
Is this a work friend?

LAURA
Yeah actual | y?

MATT
Do you... enjoy what you do? |
mean, if your boss is such a
prick, you could... quit?

Laura eyes up an opportunity and pours the |ast of the
wine into Matt’s gl ass.

LAURA
Do you like your job?

MATT
It pays the bills.

LAURA
But | bet it’s hard, | bet you
have to screw over a | ot of
peopl e. N ce peopl e?



This hurts Matt.

MATT
Soneti nes. ..

LAURA
And the corruption that goes on
behi nd the scenes. Even if you
had i deal s when you started,
they’'re | ong gone.

Laura’ s phone vibrates, she ignores it.

LAURA
You want to nmake a difference,
but all these big conpanies are
stuck in their ways, run by rich
men whose bi ggest fear is change.

Matt | ooks down, nervously.

LAURA
And so you end up wor ki ng agai nst
every fibre of your being in the
nanme of sone abstract cause:
nmoney, power, security, freedom

Matt | ooks really worried now, he can’t take his eyes off
Laura.

LAURA
And it doesn’'t matter who you
hurt cause you' re doing ’'the

right thing .
MATT
Stop. I'msorry... | can’t do
this anynore. | can’'t do this.
Matt stands.
LAURA

Wah. Do what ?

Matt pulls the RECORDER out of his pocket and places it on
t he tabl e.

MATT

(now in an American accent)
| work for the G1-A Interna
affairs. W suspected soneone was
| eaki ng i nformation maliciously,
but you re not nmalicious, you re
just a nice girl in the wong
wor | d.



LAURA
Wait. you work for the G I-A?

MATT
They knew you |iked to gossip.
They sent ne in to see if you
were doing it on purpose, get you
tal ki ng about your boss, what
he’' s doi ng, where he's going -
t he st eakhouse, the Italians.

LAURA
Wait, this doesn’'t make any... is
this a trick?

MATT
Laura, they will ruin your life

SO you need to just |eave the
job, just | eave and they never
need to hear this tape.

LAURA
What the fuck is going on?

CLICK - the nusic CUTS, the LIGHTS in the room FLARE
BRI GHTER

A door opens and CLARENCE wal ks i n.

MATT
M. Carson? Ch shit.

CLARENCE
Oh shit indeed Agent Reeves.

MATT
This is... this was a test?

CLARENCE
And you have fail ed.

LAURA
You were testing himand ne?

CLARENCE
We do |ike efficiency.

LAURA
So there’s no foreign agent?

CLARENCE
No, just an job vacancy wth your
nanme at the top of the |ist Agent
Hal | .

10.



11.

MATT
Come on sir! Gve ne another
chance. She didn't even know what
she was doi ng!

CLARENCE
She acted on initiative, thought
out si de the box and broke you
down wi t hout a sweat.

LAURA
And probably put you off dating
apps for life.

CLARENCE
And she has a sense of hunour

MATT
Let ne try again, it was working
at the start--

CLARENCE
-- has neggi ng wor ked since 2015?

Matt sighs, defeated.

MATT
Can | at |least take the w ne?
CLARENCE
|"mafraid that’s Cl A property.
Agent Hall, care to join ne for a
gl ass?
LAURA

|’d love to sir, but I'mafraid
that’ s agai nst protocol.

CLARENCE
Smart answer.

Laura stands up to | eave and reaches out her hand to Matt.

LAURA
Better luck on your next date.

Matt shakes it, Laura strides off, confident.



